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Corps of Cadets

For the first time, the Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets’ highly regarded Gun-
fighter Panel series was interrupted by 
incoming fire.

In Iraq.
Thanks to the inspired efforts of Brig. 

Gen. Michele Compton (geology ’83), who 
was until recently the senior female officer 

serving in Iraq, cadets spoke directly with 
corps alumni serving in a combat zone. 
Called Remote Gunfighter Panels, the 
events were held this spring as part of the 
corps’ leadership development training. 

The videoconferences are a spinoff of 
the Gunfighter Panels the corps has spon-
sored on campus for the past 13 semesters. 
In the traditional Gunfighter Panel, three 
or four alumni return to campus as part 
of the Leaders in Action lecture series 
hosted by the corps’ Rice Center for Leader 
Development. The officers share combat 
deployment experiences, lessons learned, 
and leadership challenges and discuss how 
their corps experiences prepared them for 
life after college. 

Using the new Global Technology 
Center in Norris Hall, cadets heard from 
alumni who were serving in a combat 
zone at the time. With Compton’s help, 
these lessons came to life in real time from 
Baghdad—the alumni even had to take an 
accountability check to see if anyone was 
injured after receiving incoming fire during 
one session. 

Three remote sessions were held 

between January and March. About 30 
cadets attended each session and asked 
panelists about their day-to-day lives at 
Camp Victory in Baghdad and at Con-
tingency Operating Base Adder. Virginia 
Tech’s video/broadcast services recorded 
each event, and all cadets were able to view 
the discussion online as part of the corps 
leadership course. 

Besides Compton, the alumni who 
shared their experiences with cadets were 
Maj. Rafael “Pete” Pazos (mechanical engi-
neering ’93), Maj. Patrick Hogeboom (civil 
engineering ’94), Maj. Heather Clevenger 
(hospitality and tourism management ’99), 
Capt. George Mallory (interdisciplinary 
studies ’05), 1st Lt. Amir Abu-Akeel 
(aerospace engineering ’06), and 1st Lt. 
Brian Orlino (management ’07), all in the 
U.S. Army; and Capt. Angela Jacobson 
(mathematics ’00) of the U.S. Air Force. 

From Iraq to Blacksburg, the video-
conferencing technology gave cadets a 
valuable insight into what their futures 
may hold. 

Maj. Carrie Cox is the executive officer 
for the corps.

Brig. Gen. Michele Compton ’83 
has since completed her tour as 
deputy director, J5, plans, strategy, 
and assessments for U.S. forces 
in Iraq and was the senior female 
officer serving in that country. She 
was also the first female graduate 
of the corps of cadets to attain 
the rank of general or flag officer. 
Compton is the proud parent of 
current cadet Leigh Compton of 
Kailua, Hawaii, a junior majoring 
in animal and poultry sciences 
and pursuing a minor in leadership 
studies. Leigh is a recipient of both 
the Emerging Leader and ROTC 
scholarships.
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Virginia Tech Magazine is pleased 
to note books by alumni, faculty, 
and staff or books about Virginia 
Tech. To submit a book, please 
mail it to Book Notes, Virginia Tech 
Magazine, 105 Media Building, 
Blacksburg, VA 24061. You can also 
e-mail a high-resolution image of 
the book cover, along with your 
name, the name of the publisher, 
and a brief description of the book, 
to vtmag@vt.edu. For more infor-
mation about Book Notes policies, 
please go to www.vtmagazine.
vt.edu/bookreview.html.

Books by faculty and staff
The CogniCheck Memory Screen-

ing CD-ROM, by W. David Crews, an 
adjunct assistant 
professor in the 
behavioral neurosci-
ence laboratory in 
the Department 
of Psychology, and 
David W. Harrison, 
director of the neu-
roscience laboratory, 
allows users to complete clinically tested 
memory screenings designed to evaluate 
seven aspects of short-term memory in 
people 45 to 86 years old. The CD-ROM 
is self-published through CogniCheck 
Inc. (P.O. Box 11901, Lynchburg, VA 
24506); contactus@cognicheck.com.

In the books Women in Engineer-
ing: Pioneers and 
Trailblazers and 
Women in Engineer-
ing: Professional 
Life, the editor, 
Margaret E. Layne, 
project director 
of AdvanceVT, 
a Virginia Tech 
program created for 
the advancement of women in science 

and engineering, introduces the vision-
ary women who opened the doors for 
contemporary female engineers and 
illuminates the lives of today’s women 
engineers. The publisher is American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers (1801 Alexander 
Bell Dr., Reston, VA 20191); www.pubs.
asce.org.

Books by alumni
A Prayer for Sammy, by Mary 

Margaret Adams (sociology ’97, M.S. 
’99), is a Christian 
devotional for a son 
who was never born. 
This book is self-
published through 
AuthorHouse 
(1663 Liberty Dr., 
Bloomington, IN 
47403); www.autho-
rhouse.com.

In Canine Instinct, a Guide to Survival 
and Advancement in 
Corporate America, 
Ellen Burts-Cooper 
(Ph.D. organic/
polymer chemistry 
’00) explains how to 
navigate the corpo-
rate game and how 
to break beyond the 
mid-management 
ranks of corporate America. This book 
is self-published through AuthorHouse 
(1663 Liberty Dr., Bloomington, IN 
47403); www.authorhouse.com.

In his novel Guardian of Eden 
Springs, the sequel 
to The Battle of 
Eden Springs, Jim 
Crowgey (electrical 
engineering ’60) tells 
the story of Robert 
Barker, who is back 
for revenge seven 
years after attorney 

Ed Housman thwarted the development 
of a strip mine near Eden Springs. This 
book is self-published through Trafford 
Publishing (9045 N. River Rd., Ste. 400, 
Indianapolis, IN 46240); www.trafford.
com.

In his book An American Solution for 
Reducing Carbon Emissions—Averting 
Global Warming—Creating Green Energy 
and Sustainable 
Employment, 
Andre DuPont 
(information 
technology M.S. 
’02) focuses on 
the innovation of 
recycling carbon 
emissions to 
create green fuel 
from coal, oil, and electric power produc-
ers. This book is self-published through 
DuPont Group Inc. (P.O. Box 3328, Falls 
Church, VA 22043).

In her picture book The Adventures 
of Magpie and Mr. Topper, Cheese, Please, 
Erin C. Fristoe (communication ’01) 
tells a story 
of two best 
friends, a bird 
and a dog, 
spending a lazy, 
hazy summer 
afternoon 
together 
searching for a snack. This book is self-
published through Xlibris (1663 Liberty 
Dr., Ste. 200, Bloomington, IN 47403); 
www.xlibris.com.

In The Saga of 
Caty Sage, Jerry L. 
Haynes (chemical 
engineering ’77) fol-
lows the true story 
of a 5-year-old girl 
who disappeared 
in 1792 from her 
frontier home in Elk 

Creek, Va. This book is self-published 
through Word Association Publishers 
(205 Fifth Ave., Tarentum, PA 15084); 
www.wordassociation.com.

In Lean for the Process Industries, 
Peter L. King (electrical engineering ’65) 
provides a comprehensive resource for 
change agents, focusing on areas of the 
process industry 
that differ from 
those of assembly 
manufacturing. 
The publisher is 
CRC Press, Taylor 
and Francis Group 
(6000 Broken 
Sound Pkwy. 
N.W., Ste. 300, 
Boca Raton, FL 33487); www.taylorand-
francisgroup.com.

In What’s a Hokie? Dick Louthan 
(metallurgic engineering ’60) and Barnes 
Louthan (general science ’70) tell the tale 
of how the “Hokie” became an important 
part of Virginia Tech and just what a 
Hokie 
really is. 
This book 
is self-
published 
through 
Word-
sprint 
(225 Industrial Dr., Christiansburg, VA 
24073-2538); www.wordsprint.com.

In his novel Tunnel-Town, E.C. Mon-
crief (chemical engineering ’54, M.S. ’55, 
Ph.D. ’57), whose 
pen name is E.C. 
Monty, follows 
the tale of two 
childhood friends 
who take different 
paths in search of 
lucrative business 
careers. The pub-
lisher is American 

Book Publishers (P.O. Box 65624, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84165); www.american-
book.com.

Symbiotic Realms is a collection of 
selected works by Robin Kranitzky and 
Kim Overstreet 
(human nutrition 
and foods ’85). 
Each work is a 
wearable diorama 
created from recy-
cled materials. The 
book is published 
by DesignMuseo 
(Korkeavuoren-
katu 23, 00120 Helsinki, Finland); www.
designmuseum.fi.

Patterson’s Rules, by Tim Patterson 
(accounting ’83), focuses on the causes 
of the recent financial meltdown in a 
humorous way and provides common- 
sense ideas for 
readers to help 
prevent economic 
crises from affect-
ing them in the 
future. This book 
is self-published 
through Lulu 
Enterprises Inc. 
(3101 Hillsbor-
ough St., Raleigh, NC 27607-5436); 
www.lulu.com.

In her novel The Story of Peter 
Looney, Patricia H. Quinlan (clothing 
and textiles ’58) 
tells the tale, based 
on a true story, of 
her ancestor Peter 
Looney, who was 
captured by Native 
Americans in 1756 
during the battle 
of Fort Vause and 
taken to live with 
them for one year. The book is self-pub-
lished through iUniverse (1663 Liberty 

Dr., Bloomington, IN 47403); www.
iuniverse.com.

In From Peanuts to the Pressbox: In-
sider Sports Stories from a Life Behind the 
Mic, M.B. Roberts (communication ’86) 
and Eli Gold, the 
voice of the Univer-
sity of Alabama’s 
Crimson Tide, tell 
the unforgettable 
highlights of Gold’s 
historic career. 
The publisher is 
Thomas Nelson 
Inc. (P.O. Box 
141000, Nashville, TN 37214); www.
thomasnelson.com.

In The Ten Thousand Things, Brooks 
Tenney (architec-
tural engineering 
’58) examines 
the development 
of unmanned 
aerial vehicles along 
China’s ancient 
Silk Road as seen 
through the eyes of 
a student led by an 
Asian studies professor. This book is self-
published through Trafford Publishing 
(9045 N. River Rd., Ste. 400, Indianapo-
lis, IN 46240); www.trafford.com.

Steps, Faith to Reason, by William 
C. White (agronomy ’49), describes 
key steps made 
by humankind 
during the past 
four millennia to 
use reason rather 
than faith as the 
preferred faculty 
for life. This book 
is self-published 
through Author 
House (1663 Lib-
erty Dr., Bloomington, IN 47403); www.
authorhouse.com.
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From field to sky, alumnus sets the bar highon the CONSERV 1&2 Study 
Team were named Team of 
the Year by Cubist Pharma-
ceuticals Inc.
Stuart P. Mease (MKTG), 
Christiansburg, Va., is direc-
tor of undergraduate career 
services for the Pamplin 
College of Business.

’98
Anne Miller Frazier (ARTF), 
Martinsville, Va., was listed 
as one of the Influential 
Women of Virginia for 2010 
by Virginia Lawyers Media.
John T. McConnell Jr. (APSC), 
Haymarket, Va., is a major 
in the U.S. Army and has 
received the Bronze Star.

’99
Erin McCants Parker (FIN), 
Arlington, Va., is a senior 
partner with Isis Associates 
LLC.
Steven J. Wilkes (EE), San 
Clemente, Calif., received 
his M.B.A. from Pepperdine 
University.

’00s
’00
Somil R. Mehta (BIOL), 
Burke, Va., is assistant direc-
tor of graduate international 
recruiting and admissions at 
Stevens Institute of Technol-
ogy in Hoboken, N.J.
Melissa Haskell Miller 
(IDST), Fredericksburg, Va., 
completed her doctorate in 
educational leadership.
Pavli Mykerezi (EDVT), 
Blacksburg, Va., is director of 
the Virginia Tech agricultural 
technology program.
Ryan J. Witherell (COMM), 
Nashville, Tenn., is vice presi-
dent of client services and 
new media at Seigenthaler 
Public Relations.

’01
Brian D. Sutton (MATH), 
Roanoke, Va., was awarded 
the 14th Leslie Fox Prize in 
Numerical Analysis.
John I. Thomas (CPE), Crozet, 
Va., created an iPhone ap-
plication called Buckets.

’02
Jennifer Riley McLendon 
(MKTG), Roanoke, Va., 
received her M.B.A. from 
Radford University.

’03
Emily R. Gambill (PSCI), 
Midlothian, Va., received her 
master’s of public admin-
istration and homeland 
security and emergency 
preparedness graduate 
certificate from Virginia Com-
monwealth University.
Peter A. Parker (STAT), of 
Gloucester, Va., won a NASA 
NESC Leadership Award.

’04
Gary D. Grassi Jr. (BIOL), 
Kingman, Ariz., was selected 
as a Hokie Hero for the 
Virginia Tech vs. Tennessee 
Chick-fil-A Bowl game.

’05
Evan I. Gant (IDS), Medford, 
Mass., designed the Flip 
Bath, Dad’s Changing Bag, 
and the Modular Rocker to 
accommodate parents of 
infants.
Jessica M. Schnekser (IDS), 
Norfolk, Va., joined HBA 
Architecture and Interior 
Design Inc. as marketing 
coordinator.

’06
Howard A. Deskin (BAD), 
Midlothian, Va., opened a 
Central Virginia WSI office in 
April 2009.
Andrew T. Shadley (HIST), 
Von Ormy, Texas, was 
selected as a Hokie Hero for 
the Virginia Tech vs. Tennes-
see Chick-fil-A Bowl game.

’07
Elizabeth A. Hart (COMM), 
New York, N.Y., served as 
an assistant stage manager 
at the 2010 Olympic Winter 
Games.

’09
Jeong Doo Park (HTM), 
Knoxville, Tenn., was recog-
nized as having written one 
of three best papers at the 
Graduate Student Research 
Conference in Hospitality and 
Tourism.

Weddings
 
’77 Ann R. Tatman and 
Donald F. Bennis, of Virginia 
Beach, Va., 1/9/10.
’81 Melanie A. Pearson and 
Stephen K. Hurley, of Alexan-
dria, Va., 5/2/09.
’00 Andrea J. Puckett and 
Brian Wells, of Alexandria, 
Va., 5/09.
’01 Tonya L. Echols and 
Brent Humphrey, of Arlington, 
Va., 7/3/09.
’05 Nicholas A. King and 
’08 Meghann E. Vincie, of 
Goshen, Ohio, 8/22/09.
’05 Nathan O. Reynolds and 
’07 Samara Kuhn, of Mor-
risville, N.C., 1/16/10.
’06 Steven A. Kyriakides 
and ’07 Annie E. Parsons, of 
Simpsonsville, S.C., 9/5/09.
’08 Mark A. Ballintyn and 
Jennifer Lynn Sieber, of Wilm-
ington, Del., 8/8/09.
  

Births and Adoptions
 
’89 Susan Brennan Amaral, 
Severna Park, Md., a daugh-
ter, 5/18/09.

As the war wound down in his native Croatia, Stanislav Licul (electri-
cal engineering ’99, M.S. ’01, Ph.D. ’04), arrived in the U.S. as a student 
in a high-school exchange program. “I didn’t know [that the war was 
ending] at the time, so it played a part in my leaving home. But I came to 
the United States to experience something new and different and to have 
opportunities I might not have had back home,” says Licul.

Licul is now president and CEO of Maxtena, a Blacksburg-based com-
pany he founded in 2006 to develop and produce antennas and antenna 
systems that are used to communicate with satellites. “In a start-up com-
pany where everything is new and undefined, it’s all about understanding 
your strengths and weaknesses and finding the position that feels comfort-
able and right—where do you best fit in; what is the best use of what you 
have to offer?” he says.

Licul credits his days at Virginia Tech with teaching him lessons that 
have been crucial in his business. “Balancing both academic and athletic 
careers, I learned valuable lessons about leadership, pressure, and time 
management,” says Licul, who played varsity soccer for the Hokies.

Licul was a leader even on the field. He was named offensive player 
of the year as a freshman, rose to team captain his senior year, and ranks 
third in all-time goals scored. 

“Playing on the soccer team and being an engineering student was a 
tough combination. It taught me to work hard,” Licul says. “I hold myself 
to high expectations, and then I try to exceed them.”

Licul maintains this drive in his current work at Maxtena, where he is 
joined by several fellow alumni: Nathan Cummings (electrical engineering 
’98, M.S. ’01, Ph.D. ’03), vice president of engineering; Vanja Maric (in-
ternational studies ’06), sales and marketing manager; and Paul Piccione 
(electrical engineering ’02, M.Eng. ’08), senior radio frequency engineer.

’60s
 
’63
James D. Burnett (EE), 
Satellite Beach, Fla., is vice 
president of the Florida 
Genealogical Society.

’65
George L. Hanbury II (PAD), 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., is 
president and COO of Nova 
Southeastern University.

’67
Robert B. Fish (CHE), Park-
ersburg, W.Va., received the 
Bolton/Carothers Innovative 
Science Award from the 
DuPont Company.

’68
George M. Simmons Jr. 
(BIOL), Blacksburg, Va., 
was conferred the Alumni 
Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus title by the Virginia 
Tech Board of Visitors.
Victor E. Sower (CHEM), 
Huntsville, Texas, authored 
the book Essentials of 
Quality with Cases and 
Experiential Exercises.

’70s
 
’70
J.B. Hyler Jr. (ACCT), Raleigh, 
N.C., is president of the U.S. 
Golf Association.

’71
Mark S. Londner (ARCH), 
Hillsboro, Va., was named 

Alumni, we want to hear what you’ve 
been doing. Although we cannot print 
stories or obituaries, we can post on-
line photographs of weddings, babies, 
and spirited alumni. Mail photos to 
Virginia Tech Magazine, 105 Media 
Building, Blacksburg, VA 24061, or 
e-mail them to vtmag@vt.edu. Please 
mail career, retirement, wedding, birth, 
and death notices to Alumni Notes, 
Virginia Tech Alumni Association, 
Holtzman Alumni Center, Blacksburg, 
VA 24061; send them via e-mail to 
fleets@vt.edu; or submit them online 
at www.vtmagazine.vt.edu/submit.
classnotes.html.

to the American Society of 
Home Inspectors board of 
directors.

’72
James H. Hatch (ACCT), 
White Stone, Va., received 
the 2010 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award from Pam-
plin College of Business.

’74
Gary G. Ahrendts (ETE), At-
tleboro, Mass., was awarded 
the 2010 President’s Award 
for Outstanding Service at 
Wheaton College.
Francis H. Ayers Jr. (HIST), 
Palm Coast, Fla., is ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
Prescott, Ariz., campus of 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University.

’75
Lewis L. Lanier (BIOL), San 
Francisco, Calif., is chairman 
of the Department of Micro-
biology and Immunology at 
the University of California, 
San Francisco, School of 
Medicine.

’76
William D. Wray (CHE), King-
wood, Texas, is chairman of 
WBF, the Organization for 
Production Technology.

’77
Mitzi Potts Lail (ELED), 
Kenbridge, Va., authored 
her first children’s book, Box 
and Contents, which tells of 
a young boy’s first trip to a 
country auction.

’78
Kylene Barker McNeill 
(CTRA), Naples, Fla., 
participated in the Evening 
of Dreams Gala hosted by 
Robin Leach.
Robert N. Rector Jr. (BIOL), 
Roanoke, Va., is president of 
Richfield Retirement Com-
munity.

’79
Mary Leigh Wolfe (AGE), 
Blacksburg, Va., was 
inducted as 2009 Accredita-
tion Board for Engineering 
and Technology Fellow.

’80s
 
’80
Thomas T. Wiatt (ETC), 
Newport News, Va., wrote 
and published Just Tell Me 
What Happened.

’81
Thomas M. Barrie (ARCH), 
Raleigh, N.C., is the author 
of The Architecture of the 
In-between: The Mediating 
Roles of Architecture and 
Spiritual Path, Sacred Place: 
Myth Ritual and Meaning in 
Architecture.
Allen A. Brunk (COMM), 
Redmond, Wash., co-
founded a health care soft-
ware company that delivers 
interactive entertainment 
and education content to 
the patient’s bedside.
David A. Dillard (ESM), 
Blacksburg, Va., received 
the International 2010 
Award for Excellence in 
Adhesion Science.
Judy S. Riffle (CHEM), 
Blacksburg, Va., was elected 
a Fellow in the polymeric 
materials science and 
engineering division of the 
American Chemical Society.

’82
Kimberly Kratch 
Giancaspro (SOC), Rich-
mond, Va., is a licensed 
therapist with James River 
Psychotherapy Associates.

’83
Mary Kathryn Burkey 
Owens (ENGL), Chesterfield, 
Va., was selected as one 
of Virginia’s 2009 Legal 
Elite by Virginia Business 
magazine for her work in the 
category of family/domestic 
relations.
Joseph P. Parr (HORT), 
Tampa, Fla., is director of 
horticulture for SeaWorld 
Parks and Entertainment.

’84
Richard D. Evans (GEOP), 
Varina, N.C., published 
a book called 50 Year 
Adventure.

Jacquelyn Reed Hall (HIDM), 
Southbury, Conn., is senior 
pastor of Winchester Center 
Congregational Church.

’85
David M. Barker (HIST), 
Palm Harbor, Fla., wrote a 
novel, The Heretic: A Mysti-
cal Parable.
L. Catherine Brinson (ESM), 
Evanston, Ill., was named 
an American Society of Me-
chanical Engineers Fellow.
Richart C. Kahler (CE), 
Virginia Beach, Va., is a 
structural engineer with the 
Virginia Task Force 2, Urban 
Search and Rescue team 
in Haiti.
Michael D. Miller (ARCH), 
Midlothian, Va., is vice presi-
dent at HKS Inc., a leading 
architectural design firm.

’89
Ralph P. Albrecht (EE), 
Fairfax, Va., founded an 
intellectual property law firm 
named Albrecht Tousi and 
Farnum PLLC.
Jeffrey W. Burkett (MGT), 
Alexandria, Va., attained the 
rank of colonel in the U.S. Air 
Force and is the assistant 
to the A3 for Nuclear Enter-
prise Operations.
Brian L. Klock (EE), Alex-
andria, Va., is managing 
partner of the Washington, 
D.C., office of Fitzpatrick, 
Cella, Harper & Scinto.

’90s
’90
Carl D. Gray (PSCI), 
Chesapeake, Va., is serving 
as counsel at Hunton & Wil-
liams LLP.
Michael P. Maxwell (FIN), 
Waukesha, Wis., is a judge 
for the Wisconsin Governor’s 
Business Plan Contest.
William D. Tyrrell Jr. (VM), 
Leesburg, Va., is the Virginia 
Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion president.

’91
Mary Ann Drumright Clarke 
(MATE), Bruceton Mills, 
W.Va., was chosen to receive 
WVU Foundation’s Award for 
Outstanding Teacher.
Jennifer K. Martin (ART), Big 
Pine Key, Fla., installed her 
most recent paintings and 
sculptures in the gallery of 
the East Martello Museum.

’92
Christopher J. Gregoire 
(ACCT), Tracys Landing, Md., 
is vice president and control-
ler of Lockheed Martin.
Jill S. Weseman (ENGL), 
Seattle, Wash., is a National 
Board Certified Teacher in 
English.

’93
Michael T. Maslanka (FW), 
Rockville, Md., is head of the 
department of nutrition for 
the Smithsonian’s National 
Zoological Park.

’95
Marc B. Bassler (BIOC), 
Philadelphia, Pa., is partner 
with the law firm of Caesar, 
Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen 
and Pokotilow Ltd.
Matthew J. Lohr (AGED), 
Broadway, Va., is com-
missioner for the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services.
Erik B. Stenberg (ARCH), 
Spanga, Sweden, was 
named one of the 100 most 
influential architects in 
Sweden.

’96
Nathan R. Butler (ARCH), 
Orlando, Fla., was selected 
for Building Design & Con-
struction magazine’s list 
of “40 under 40” and is 
principal of the firm at C.T. 
Hsu and Associates.
Anthony L. Ciuca (PSCI), 
Souderton, Pa., earned his 
J.D. from the Rutgers Univer-
sity School of Law.

’97
Jennifer Johnson Kane 
(BIOL), North Billerica, 
Mass., and her colleagues 

Editor’s note: For pri-
vacy reasons, mailing 
addresses for alumni 
appearing in Career 
News, Weddings, and 
Births and Adoptions 
may now be viewed 
online at www.alumni.
vt.edu/directory by 
logging in with your 
Virginia Tech PID and 
password.

Stanislav Licul
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’89 Richard T. Nielsen and 
’91 Christine A. Espi-
noza, Oak Hill, Va., a son, 
12/11/09.
’90 Robert K. Brooks, 
Mechanicsville, Va., a son, 
8/28/09.
’90 Charles H. Brown, Fair-
fax Station, Va., a daughter, 
10/30/09.
’92 Stephen R. Payne, 
Highlands Ranch, Colo., a 
daughter, 3/7/10.
’92 Michael S. Schro-
der and ’94 Elizabeth N. 
Schroder, Baltimore, Md., a 
daughter, 9/4/09.
’94 Jesse M. DeShazo and 
’03 Natalie N. Nicar, Suf-
folk, Va., a son, 11/02/09.
’94 Edwin M. Wied III, 
Annawan, Ill., a son, 
12/21/09.
’95 Mary D. Connor, Hous-
ton, Texas, a son, 2/3/10.
’95 Kristie L. Nichols, 
Blue Ridge, Va., a son, 
10/30/09.
’95 Ami J. VanDeventer, 
Louisville, Colo., a daughter, 
12/22/09.
’96 Claire L. Blevins, Rich-
mond, Va., a son, 6/29/09.
’97 Terra M. Schaden-
Ireland, Walkersville, Md., a 
son, 12/24/09.
’98 James P. Holzgrefe, 
Fort Belvoir, Va., a daughter, 
10/20/09.
’98 Ryan D. Johnson, 
Plymouth, Mass., a son, 
6/25/09.
’98 Sara Grove Jordan, 
Fishersville, Va., a son, 
5/15/09.
’99 Courtney Briggs 
Hampton and ’00 Brian E. 
Hampton, Richmond, Va., a 
daughter, 12/22/09.
’99 Sean T. Hoffman, 
Walden, N.Y., a son, 
11/10/09.
’99 Jeffrey A. Holmes, 
Chicopee, Mass., a son, 
12/29/09.
’99 Rodelito G. Homoroc 
Jr. and ’02 Nikole M. 
Giraldi, Fredericksburg, Va., 
a daughter, 10/09.
’99 Chadwick E. Meade 
and ’00 Misty Wiley 
Meade, Denver, Colo., a 
son, 10/2/09.
’00 Brian C. Okerberg and 
’00 Laura Pollard Oker-
berg, Gibsonia, Pa., a son, 
1/17/10.
’01 Julie Cobb Accamando 
and ’01 Matthew R. Ac-
camando, Canonsburg, Pa., 
a daughter, 6/1/09.
’01 Mark C. Bigley and ’03 
Giselle Bergeret Bigley, 
Anchorage, Alaska, a 
daughter, 11/6/09.
’01 Brian K. Cabacar, 
Woodbridge, Va., a son, 
2/1/10.
’01 Mary Ellen Braswell 
Duy, Alexandria, Va., a son, 
8/13/09.

’01 Marilyn Kay Eames 
Kitchell, Morris Plains, N.J., 
a son, 1/11/10.
’01 Brendan J. McMur-
rer, Arlington, Va., a son, 
1/13/10.
’01 Ashley Garth Updike 
and ’01 Michael S. Updike, 
Clarksville, Md., a daughter, 
7/21/09.
’01 David P. White, Roswell, 
Ga., a daughter, 10/22/09.
’01 Jennifer L. White-Friend 
and ’02 Scott A. Friend, 
Christiansburg, Va., a son, 
8/12/09.
’02 Marsha Wood Canfield 
and ’02 Matthew A. Can-
field, Ashburn, Va., a son, 
8/14/09.
’02 Kevin B. Cooley and 
’02 Melissa Gill Cooley, 
Yorktown, Va., a daughter, 
3/14/09.
’02 Kylie Felps Draucker, 
Midlothian, Va., a son, 
7/17/09.
’02 Robert T. Garnett, 
Norfolk, Va., a daughter, 
1/20/10.
’02 Stephen P. Janoschka 
Jr. and ’03 Macel Hubbard 
Janoschka, Salem, Va., a 
son, 10/29/2009.
’02 Christina Schiller 
Kilduff and ’02 Robert S. 
Kilduff, Hilton Head Island, 
S.C., a daughter, 12/15/09.
’02 Bethany Lindsay Schil-
ler and ’02 Noah H. Schiller, 
Yorktown, Va., a daughter, 
8/19/09.
’03 Matthew S. Britt and 
’03 Sarah Breeding Britt, 
Virginia Beach, Va., a son, 
1/10/10.
’03 Benjamin A. Sady and 
’03 Shannon O’Neill Sady, 
Midlothian, Va., a son, 
2/12/10.
’03 Vival S. Weatherford Jr., 
and ’04 Jennifer Fox Weath-
erford, Richmond, Va., a son, 
12/16/09.
’05 Gabrielle Horton Everett 
and ’05 Thane W. Everett, 
Fredericksburg, Va., a son, 
4/8/09.
’05 Benjamin K. Sova-
cool and ’09 Kelly Siman 
Sovacool, Canton, Ohio, a 
daughter, 7/23/09.
’05 Brian C. Wells and ’06 
Amy Ducut Wells, Mechanic-
sville, Va., a son, 1/18/10.
’06 Brian R. Dudrow and 
’06 Lindsey Weise Dudrow, 
Minneapolis, Minn., a daugh-
ter, 12/29/09.
’07 Daniel M. Maine, Pen-
sacola, Fla., a son, 8/12/09.

Deaths
 
’32 William E. Betts Jr., 
12/29/09 (P.O. Box 11929, 
Lynchburg, VA 24506).
’33 J. Kyle Montague III, 
9/11/09 (2418 Williams St., 
Bellingham, WA 98225). 

’34 Carl F. Robison, 1/2/10 
(The Hermitage, 1600 
Westwood Ave., Ste. 308, 
Richmond, VA 23227).
’37 Blair L. Whitt, 1/31/10 
(355 E. Spiller St., Wy-
theville, VA 24382). 
’38 Joseph P. Venezia, 
2/11/10 (Apt. 1E, 806 S.E. 
46th St., Cape Coral, FL 
33904). 
’39 R. Tate Alexander, 
11/7/09 (258 Red Hill Rd., 
P.O. Box 163, Fairfield, VA 
24435). 
’39 Ward A. Goodwin, 
12/10/09 (Rt. 2, Box 758, 
Bluefield, WV 24701). 
’39 Howard Gordon Jr., 
1/15/10 (287 Sansbury Rd., 
Friendship, MD 20758). 
’40 Charles W. Hutton, 
12/12/09 (2947 Arizona 
Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 
20016). 
’40 Benjamin A. Williams 
Jr., 1/16/10 (22445 Linden 
St., Courtland, VA 23837). 
’41 W.C. Buchanan, 
11/24/09 (450 Keller Ln., 
Marion, VA 24354). 
’41 Claude A. Harper, 
1/14/10 (1900 Hillsmere 
Ln., Apt. 147, Staunton, VA 
24401). 
’41 David B. Keezell, 
9/4/09 (2604 Central Ave., 
Alexandria, VA 22302). 
’41 Charles O. Schobel Jr., 
1/31/10 (1843 North Akin 
Dr. N.E., Atlanta, GA 30345). 
’41 Welford A. Sherman Jr., 
1/20/10 (Apt. 441, 12401 
Gayton Rd., Henrico, VA 
23238). 
’42 H.G. Alley Jr., 1/22/10 
(241 Bay Colony Dr., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23451). 
’42 John H. Ball Jr., 
11/19/09 (404 Havenwood 
Ln., Walkerton, VA 23177). 
’42 Richard G. Broun, 
11/22/09 (c/o Kenneth O. 
Broun, 1500 Front Cove Ct., 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454). 
’42 James W. Green Jr., 
12/20/09 (1271 Wyndham 
Pine Dr., Apopka, FL 32712). 
’42 A. Ray Pentecost Jr., 
12/25/09 (1530 Blanford 
Cir., Norfolk, VA 23505). 
’42 Samuel G. Spangler, 
1/31/10 (Apt. 534, 300 
Westminster Canterbury Dr., 
Winchester, VA 22603). 
’42 Jordan B. Wheeler Jr., 
1/12/10 (3526 Mt. Carmel 
Rd., Upperco, MD 21155). 
’43 Fanning M. Baumgard-
ner, 5/28/09 (15 Bellview 
Ln., Washington, VA 22747). 
’43 C. H. Carter Jr., 
11/20/09 (490 Shirley 
Plantation Rd., Charles City, 
VA 23030). 
’43 Constantine K. Gea-
neas, 1/18/10 (176 Deep 
Woods Way, Ormond Beach, 
FL 32174). 
’43 Richard H. Hawkes, 
1/31/10 (4321 Thorough-

good Dr.,Virginia Beach, VA 
23455). 
’43 Robert F. Jackson, 
1/4/10 (1944 Tucker Ln., 
Salem, VA 24153). 
’43 John P. Middleton, 
1/25/10 (P.O. Box 14, The 
Plains, VA 20198). 
’43 Carey J. Padgett, 
1/19/10 (1005 Greenway 
Ln., Richmond, VA 23226). 
’43 C. Allan Paxton, 
11/26/09 (811 Pocono Dr., 
Richmond, VA 23236). 
’44 W. Gordon Echols Jr., 
2/2/10 (216 North St., 
Marion, VA 24354). 
’44 Robert J. Fagelson, 
12/2/09 (Apt. 105, 5902 
North St., Nacogdoches, TX 
75965). 
’44 Donald F. Franz, 
12/28/09 (11110 Tom Ad-
ams Dr., Austin, TX 78753). 
’44 John C. Gray, 12/20/09 
(3004 Downing St., Wil-
liamsburg, VA 23185). 
’44 Robert E. McGhee, 
1/2/10 (22 54th St., Gulf-
port, MS 39507). 
’44 Shreve S. Woltz, 
11/27/09 (8454 Boulder 
Hills Dr., Longmont, CO 
80503). 
’45 John T. Harris Jr., 
12/4/09 (7296 Woody Rd., 
Gloucester, VA 23061). 
’45 Edwin P. Ketchum 
Jr., 11/24/09 (1692 Old 
Glory Blvd., Melbourne, FL 
32940). 
’45 Robert C. Morehead Jr., 
12/14/09 (Condo 72, 1055 
E. 900 S., St. George, UT 
84790). 
’45 Martha King Neate, 
12/8/09 (3555 Heritage Cir. 
S.W., Roanoke, VA 24015). 
’45 J. Knox Pannill Jr., 
2/1/10 (Apt. 119B, 2460 
Village Ln., Billings, MT 
59102). 
’45 Ernest Saunders, 
12/15/09 (365 Arrow Ln., 
Wytheville, VA 24382). 
’45 Raymond E. Toms, 
12/11/09 (P.O. Box 948, 
Deltaville, VA 23043). 
’46 Charles F. Ballou III, 
11/19/09 (1520 Linden 
Ave., Clifton Forge, VA 
24422). 
’46 Lawrence D. Ham-
ner Jr., 12/26/09 (2100 
Dispatch Rd., Quinton, VA 
23141). 
’48 John L. Amato, 1/6/10 
(3106 Ardsley Dr., Orlando, 
FL 32804). 
’48 William L. Rodman, 
1/7/10 (250 Pantops Moun-
tain Rd., Apt. 331, Charlot-
tesville, VA 22911). 
’48 Edward C. Turner, 
11/30/09 (Unit 104, 6696 
Club House Ln., Warrenton, 
VA 20187). 
’49 John A. Hawkins, 
12/22/09 (1248 Eyrie View 
Dr., Lynchburg, VA 24503). 
’49 Otis L. Hurt, 12/24/09 

(801 West Valley Dr., Bristol, 
VA 24201). 
’49 Thomas W. Old, 
12/1/09 (3818 Grandview 
Ave. N.W., Roanoke, VA 
24012). 
’49 Cordelia J. Richards, 
1/17/10 (7 Wallace Cir., 
Newport News, VA 23606). 
’50 William M. Bennett, 
2/14/10 (Box 127, Riner, VA 
24149). 
’50 J.V. Gorman Jr., 
12/20/09 (402 Hearth-
stone Dr., Blacksburg, VA 
24060). 
’50 E. George Middleton 
Jr., 12/7/09 (1518 S. See-
breeze Tr., Virginia Beach, 
VA 23452). 
’50 Charles S. Phillips, 
12/7/09 (St. James Well-
ness Center, 31842 Cross-
woods Way, Wesley Chapel, 
FL 33543). 
’50 James H. Pruitt, 
7/29/09 (2712 Houston 
Branch Rd., Charlotte, NC 
28270). 
’50 Pietro Reck, 11/27/09 
(213 Primrose Dr., Blacks-
burg, VA 24060). 
’50 Arthur G. Sherrell Jr., 
7/17/09 (404 E. Merle Ct., 
San Leandro, CA 94577). 
’50 Rollin P. White, 
1/18/10 (2112 S. Main St., 
P.O. Box 76, Graham, NC 
27253). 
’51 Jacob R. Berger, 
1/10/10 (Apt. E206, 13180 
Dorman Rd., Pineville, NC 
28134-9025). 
’51 Edward T. Creger, 
12/13/09 (Apt. 3305, 98 
Whitlock Ave. N.W., Marietta, 
GA 30064). 
’51 G.W. DeHaven, 
12/2/09 (1328 Clay St., 
Franklin, VA 23851). 
’51 Edmundson L. Dicker-
son, 12/11/09 (900 Tyson 
Dr., Pawleys Island, SC 
29585). 
’51 Allison G. Glover, 
1/15/10 (5815 Williams-
burg Landing Dr., Williams-
burg, VA 23185). 
’51 J.S. Paxson Jr., 1/10/10 
(8714 Waxford Rd., Rich-
mond, VA 23235). 
’51 Charles R. Poole Jr., 
1/3/10 (2059 Manor Dr., 
Lexington, KY 40502). 
’52 P.W. Hanson, 12/4/09 
(506 Elizabeth Lake Dr., 
Hampton, VA 23669). 
’52 Roy H. Jennings, 
12/12/09 (120 The Green, 
Williamsburg, VA 23185). 
’52 Paul F. Maine, 9/18/09 
(1700 Gulf Blvd., Apt. 111, 
South Padre Island, TX 
78597). 
’52 Wendell A. Smith, 
12/26/09 (5401 Ferndale 
St., Springfield, VA 22151). 
’52 Lewis N. Springer, 
2/5/10 (759 Cedar Crest 
Dr., Unit B, Warrenton, VA 
20186). 

’53 N. Erskin Arehart, 
1/20/10 (820 Cedar Ave., 
Drexel Hill, PA 19026). 
’53 William G. Sandy, 
1/6/10 (3207 Orchard 
Hill Rd. S.W., Roanoke, VA 
24018). 
’55 Margaret Cox Ayers, 
11/19/09 (7110 Ayers 
Meadow Ln., Springfield, VA 
22150). 
’55 Eugene O. Wilson, 
9/2/09 (802 San Carlos Ct., 
The Villages, FL 32159). 
’56 John R. Canada, 
1/20/10 (8324 Bald Eagle 
Ln., Wilmington, NC 28411). 
’56 H. Randolph Tillett, 
12/22/09 (320 Monument 
Ave., Malvern, PA 19355). 
’57 Nancy Mitchell Miller, 
11/29/09 (2909 Kanawha 
Ave. S.E., Charleston, WV 
25304). 
’57 Carlton E. Ryan, 
1/15/10 (3156 Tomaranne 
Dr. S.W., Roanoke, VA 
24018). 
’57 Joseph W. Sabol, 
1/17/10 (8860 Bridger 
Canyon Rd., Bozeman, MT 
59715). 
’57 C. Ray Wells, 1/26/10 
(924 Lakemount Dr., Mo-
neta, VA 24121). 
’57 Richmond T. Zehmer Jr., 
2/10/10 (1551 Mt. Vernon 
St., Petersburg, VA 23805). 
’58 Patsy Steckler Bean, 
12/10/09 (1235 Roanoke 
Blvd., Salem, VA 24153). 
’58 John R. Davidson, 
1/26/10 (8700 E. University 
Dr., Mesa, AZ 85207). 
’58 Richard F. Harrington, 
10/2/09 (100 Whitehouse 
Dr., Poquoson, VA 23662). 
’58 Josephine E. King, 
1/31/10 (249 Low Bridge 
Ln., Lexington, VA 24450). 
’58 C. Edward Wrenn Jr., 
9/23/09 (79 Cypress Blvd. 
W., Homosassa, FL 34446). 
’59 Leland F. Cornwell, 
11/27/09 (1125 S. Home-
wood Dr., Charleston, WV 
25314). 
’59 H. Jack Spencer, 
12/16/09 (812 Crestview 
Dr., Madison, AL 35758). 
’60 Jerry T. Ferguson, 
12/2/09 (13603 Winter-
berry Ridge, Midlothian, VA 
23112). 
’60 Peter E. Lewis, 
12/23/09 (133 Reflection 
Ln., Hampton, VA 23666). 

’61 T. Harrison Williams, 
12/5/09 (647 Boulder-
crest Dr. S.W., Marietta, GA 
30064). 
’61 Eddie L. Wood, 12/3/09 
(880 Northgate Ave., 
Waynesboro, VA 22980). 
’63 E. Lee Reed III, 2/14/10 
(Exxon Energy Limited, 10/F., 
St. George’s Building, Hong 
Kong China, China).
’63 W. Roger Simer, 
11/20/09 (Unit 10, 3423 
Grand Vista Ct., Port Char-
lotte, FL 33953). 
’64 J.F. Brandon III, 
11/18/09 (11541 Rexmoor 
Dr., Richmond, VA 23236). 
’64 Ronald M. De Young, 
12/21/09 (235 Wheeler Rd., 
Marstons Mills, MA 02648). 
’64 N. Nat Hurd III, 12/8/09 
(3149 South Shore Dr., 
Smithfield, VA 23430). 
’64 Robert H. Lindsay III, 
12/6/09 (P.O. Box 1727, 
Gloucester, VA 23061). 
’65 Bennie A. Clemmer, 
12/2/09 (1730 Wind Haven 
Way, Vienna, VA 22182). 
’65 Royall B. Smithey, 
1/3/10 (105 Fisher’s Shore 
Rd., Columbia, SC 29223). 
’66 James L. Stork, 1/7/10 
(P.O. Box 734, Crozet, VA 
22932). 
’67 Betty R. Mahan, 
12/8/09 (P.O. Box 283, 
Chatham, VA 24531). 
’67 Martin R. Wittersheim, 
1/23/10 (5201 Watercrest 
Rd., Midlothian, VA 23112). 
’68 Harry W. Johnson, 
1/21/10 (13922 Old Cox 
Rd., South Hill, VA 23970). 
’69 Sally Robinson 
Browning, 12/6/09 (1242 
Clearview Cir., Allentown, PA 
18103). 
’69 D.M. King, 11/27/09 
(501 Farms Rd., McKinney, 
TX 75069). 
’69 George W. Preston, 
11/28/09 (3905 W. Grace 
St, Richmond, VA 23230). 
’69 Richard L. Thomas, 
12/17/09 (910 Canteberry 
Ln., Smithfield, VA 23430). 
’70 Terry G. Ferguson, 
1/18/10 (P.O. Box 1049, 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111). 
’70 H.S. Patterson, 4/16/09 
(1512 Carnage Dr., Raleigh, 
NC 27610). 
’71 Brian D. Holm, 7/27/09 
(3217 Oak Borough Run, 
Fort Wayne, IN 46804). 

Alumna bridges a cultural divide in Afghanistan

Larissa Mihalisko (politi-
cal science ’08) has more on 
her plate than the average 
24-year-old.

When the Marine Corps 
Intelligence Activity (MCIA) 
office created a cultural 
intelligence team to support 
Marine operations in  
Afghanistan, Mihalisko—
who interned at MCIA 
before being hired there full 
time—volunteered to deploy. 
The role of the cultural  
intelligence team is to inform 
Marines about the mindset 
of the locals and identify which cultural factors may impact military 
operations. After six months of Pashto language training, Mihalisko was 
deployed to support operations in the Helmand, Farah, and Nimruz 
provinces. She now holds the title of  “Afghan culture analyst and Pashto 
linguist” for the Marine Expeditionary Brigade.

Of the many rewarding aspects of her job, Mihalisko particularly 
enjoys working directly with Marines and Afghans, which requires her 
to understand both Marine Corps operations and the ideologies of the 
locals. 

“I am surprised every day at how the Marines are able to get the job 
done well, despite this being a very unconventional operating environ-
ment for them,” she says.

Mihalisko sits inside the locals’ homes and experiences everyday life 
in Afghanistan. One night, a shopkeeper, one of the first to return to his 
city after being displaced, played music on several instruments for her. 
Under the Taliban, this was strictly prohibited.

The Afghans around Mihalisko continue to impress her. “I have 
learned so much from them over the last several months about history, 
tribalism, war, forgiveness, and determination,” she says, adding that 
these lessons are best understood over a “cup of chai.” 

Mihalisko took a spirit of service overseas. “Virginia Tech’s commit-
ment to service is unique and continues to drive what I do,” she says. 
Inspired by her parents, who were Cold War journalists; her Marching 
Virginians director, Dave McKee; and her professors, Mihalisko wants 
to continue the tradition of service by one day teaching at Virginia Tech.

She urges other recent alumni to use their skills to serve others. “Be-
ing young is not an excuse for doing nothing, and … hard work coupled 
with a good support network can open wonderful opportunities.”

Chelsea Newman (English ‘10) is an intern with Virginia Tech 
Magazine.

Larissa Mihalisko

by Chelsea Newman ’10
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In Retrospect

’71 William K. McDonald, 
1/30/10 (551 Elmwood Ave., 
Lynchburg, VA 24503). 
’72 Richard C. Albert, 
11/17/09 (554 Lafayette 
Ave., West Trenton, NJ 
08628). 
’72 Robert J. Poux Jr., 
1/26/10 (108 Stoneleigh Dr., 
Cary, NC 27511).
’73 Frank W. Haden, 
1/21/10 (1229 S. High St., 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801).
’75 Michael R. Eanes, 
1/1/10 (104 Dove Ln., Mar-
tinsville, VA 24112).
’75 Hugh V. Ferguson, 
12/25/09 (2836 Marellan 
Ave., Bluefield, WV 24701).
’76 Anna Malin Hoehn, 
12/17/09 (202 Musket Ln., 
Locust Grove, VA 22508).
’76 Stephen H. Smith, 
11/27/09 (102 Madison Ln. 
N., Newport News, VA 23606).
’77 John E. Davey III, 9/1/09 
(8205 Pettit Ct., McLean, VA 
22102).
’77 Marilyn Helmeyer Hamil-
ton, 10/5/09 (128 Kerryton 
Rd., Columbia, SC 29223).
’77 Frederick F. Pearson II, 
12/6/09 (223 Morgan Ln., 
Warsaw, VA 22572).
’77 Robert H. Penn, 
11/28/09 (5459 Linda Ln. 
S.W., Roanoke, VA 24018).
’78 Betty L. Bobbitt, 12/8/09 
(1507 McArthur Ave., Lehigh 
Acres, FL 33972).
’79 David W. DeHart, 1/4/10 
(407 Eighth St., Radford, VA 
24141).
’79 Michael M. Heller Jr., 
12/9/09 (5959 Annunciation 
St., New Orleans, LA 70115).
’79 David Z. Walker, 
11/24/09 (4046 Fairway Dr., 
Medina, OH 44256).
’81 Warren J. Burch, 
11/25/09 (1105 S. Groveland 
Dr., Bluefield, WV 24701).
’82 Ramons Miezis, 
11/15/09 (4017 Laytonsville 
Rd., Olney, MD 20832).
’84 Kathleen Lacey Henne, 
8/11/09 (12210 Kyler Ln., 
Herndon, VA 20171).
’89 Joan M. Baruffaldi, 
11/5/09 (29 Robin Rd., 
Lynnfield, MA 01940).
’91 Donna Brewer Conner, 
1/24/10 (6124 Jordantown 
Rd., Vinton, VA 24179).
’92 Bradley E. Jones, 
2/17/10 (606 Binnacle Dr., 
Naples, FL 34103).
’98 Deborah Rhatigan, 
12/10/09 (5509 Briercliff 
Rd., Knoxville, TN 37918).
’00 Shane A. Leone, 2/2/10 
(11167 Soldier Ct., Manassas, 
VA 20109).
’03 Adam L. Boardway, 
11/24/09 (503 Victoria Dr., 
Montgomeryville, PA 18936).
’04 Thomas J. Gray, 1/12/10 
(501 Aldersmead Rd., Rich-
mond, VA 23232).

’05 Lisa M. McCoig, 2/6/10 
(835 Claytor Sq, Blacksburg, 
VA 24060).
’06 George W. Humphrey, 
12/26/09 (Office of the Uni-
versity Registrar, 250 Student 
Services Building, Blacksburg, 
VA 24061).
’06 Andrew J. Woodward, 
2/3/10 (2304 LaSalle Dr., 
West Lawn, PA 19609).
’07 Travis F. Campbell, 
1/10/10 (10 Bridgenorth Ln., 
San Antonio, TX 78218).
’07 David W. Epp, 1/20/10 
(12614 Glenbrooke Woods 
Dr., Herndon, VA 20171). 
’09 Mark K. Abdallah, 
2/16/10 (Office of the Univer-
sity Registrar, Virginia Tech, 
Blacksburg, VA 24061).
Class of 2013 Jacquelyn 
E. Bruhn, 2/27/10 (9114 
John Way, Fairfax Station, VA 
22039).

U.S. Navy Ensign Zach-
ary Eckhart (aerospace 
engineering ’08), a 2007 
graduate of the Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets, was killed 
April 12, 2010, in the crash 
of his T-39 training aircraft 
in Georgia. Eckhart was a 
member of the Regimental 
Band and the Highty-Tight-
ies, and served as the 3rd 
Battalion academics officer 
for the spring semester of 
his senior year. He is remem-
bered by the senior band 
cadets, who were freshmen 
when Eckhart was a senior, 
as always smiling and 
positive about everything 
he did. A Pylon Dedication 
Ceremony will be scheduled 
in spring 2011 and more 
will be posted on the corps’ 
website as details become 
available.

Col. Richard Franklin 
Wilkinson, 89, of Williams-
burg, Va., died on May 14, 
2010. The 1942 forestry 
alumnus earned a Bronze 
Star and a Silver Star for 
heroic actions while leading 
troops in Africa during WWII. 
He led an infantry battalion 
in taking Mount Venere in 
Italy, which earned his bat-
talion the Presidential Unit 
Citation, indicating that each 
man in the unit deserved the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 
His division saw more days 
of combat than any other 
American division in the war.
Wilkinson was a long-time 
supporter of the Virginia 
Tech Corps of Cadets; he 
and his late wife, Margaret, 
are recognized in the Com-
mandant’s Circle for giving 
more than $1 million. 
According to his obituary, 
Wilkinson briefly pursued 
graduate studies at VPI after 
WWII before rejoining the 
U.S. Army for a distinguished 
26-year career. After he 
retired, he served as the 
chairman of the York County 
Industrial Development 
Authority from 1981-90.

Hats off to true friendship

During one summer break, seven Virginia Tech students— 
(pictured left to right, back row then front row) Janet Hoffman Szoch 
(management, housing, and family development ’82), Joy Todd Calkins 
(public administration ’82), Kim Way (marketing management ’82), Liz 
Erickson Foit (communication ’82), Linda Robichaud Serpe (art ’82), 
Liza Davis (psychology ’83), and Mary Upchurch Kruger (animal sci-
ence ’82)—rented a beach house in Ocean City, Md.

Along with their suntans, the group developed a bond that has last-
ed three decades. Despite living miles apart and having plenty of adult 
obligations, they still gather at least once a year—usually at a beach—to 
celebrate their extraordinary friendship.

They call themselves the Orange Hat Girls because of their tradi-
tion of wearing matching beach hats that Serpe bought for the group 
before their 2005 gathering. 

“I couldn’t find seven in any other color, but over the years orange 
has come to symbolize the bond of our friendship, which began at Vir-
ginia Tech,” says Serpe, of Virginia Beach, Va. “We’ll be friends for life.”

Davis says that even when she lived in California she made it a 
priority to reunite on special occasions like weddings. Since she moved 
to Cary, N.C., getting together has been a bit easier.

“These women have been such a wonderful part of my life,” Davis 
says. “I feel very fortunate.”

Kruger, of Olney, Md., says the group has celebrated multiple mar-
riages and the births of 19 children but also has offered consolation 
though divorces, illness, and tragedy.

“I tell my daughters, ‘Know who your real friends are, people that 
stick with you in good times and bad, people you can count on,”’ says 
Kruger, a mother of two. “I always use this group of women as an 
example.”

Tech’s gutsy go-to guy campus, but the governor believed that 
investing in one would waste taxpayers’ 
money. Undaunted, Cassell had nine 
turf-grass test plots constructed that 
were then connected by stretches of grass 
resembling fairways. When the governor 
objected to the use of state funds for a 
golf facility, Cassell reportedly said, “Gov-
ernor, show me in our books where VPI 
spent any money on a golf course.”

Perhaps being one of 12 children 
taught Cassell how to work his way 
through obstacles to reach goals. Born in 
1910, he grew up on a farm near Rural 
Retreat, Va. His father, Sidney “S.S.” 
Cassell, was a farmer and teacher who 
encouraged his children to go to college. 
Some attended colleges in Salem, Va.; 
five went to VPI, including Stuart, who 
enrolled in animal husbandry in 1928.

In college, Cassell was active in 
agricultural organizations; in sports, an 
interest he maintained throughout his 
life; and in the corps of cadets, where he 

You can’t walk far on the Virginia Tech campus without 
spotting a building or feature that bears the mark of Stuart 
Kent Cassell, chief business officer and later vice president for 
administration at Virginia Polytechnic Institute (VPI) as it 
morphed into a major university.

According to Bennett Cassell (dairy science ’68, dairy cattle 
genetics M.S. ’72), a recently retired Tech professor of dairy 
science and Stuart’s nephew, his uncle “had a vision of Virginia 
Tech as bigger than an agricultural and engineering school.”

Stuart K. Cassell  

Stuart worked hard to realize that 
vision, but turning it into reality was not 
easy. “The university was more under the 
oversight of the state government then, 
and Stuart spent a lot of his time figuring 
out how to get things done,” says Ray 
Smoot, university treasurer and COO 

of the Virginia Tech Foundation, who 
worked for Cassell and succeeded him 
as secretary-treasurer of the foundation, 
another of Cassell’s creations.

Sometimes, that “figuring out” 
involved superior gamesmanship. For 
instance, Cassell wanted a golf course on 

by Clara B. Cox M.A. ’84
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attained the rank of lieutenant. But he 
also found time for tomfoolery, joining 
several other upperclassmen in taking 
the laundry bags of some freshmen to 
fill with apples from the college orchard. 
When school officials discovered the 
would-be thieves in the act, writes Harry 
Temple in The Bugle’s Echo, the cadets 
fled, abandoning the bags. 

“The rats whose names were on the 
bags,” Temple continues, “were called 
before the commandant but, of course, 
knew nothing of the episode.” The com-
mandant never learned who the real 
culprits were. Even in later life, Smoot 
recalls, Cassell had “a little mischievous 
streak in him.”

Cassell graduated with honors in 
1932 and earned a master’s degree in 
agricultural economics in 1933. He spent 
the next six years teaching agricultural 
economics at his alma mater. During that 
time, he married childhood friend Cath-
erine Neff; the couple had three sons.

In 1939, he accepted a position as 
director of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration in Virginia. Cassell 
turned his program, which regulated 
the sale of farm commodities at pre-set 
prices, into a model for the country.

In 1945, he received a lucrative job 
offer from the Federal Land Bank in 
Washington, D.C., but it was trumped by 
one from John R. Hutcheson, who was 
acting VPI president. Hutcheson offered 
him a position as financial and business 
manager, effective March 1, 1945. “When 
I took the position,” Cassell later said, “it 
seemed as if I got the duties no one else 
wanted to do.”

He quickly turned his job into one of 
power, prestige, and persuasion, working 
seven days a week and earning the confi-
dence of presidents John R. Hutcheson, 
Walter S. Newman, T. Marshall Hahn 
Jr., and William E. Lavery, all of whom 
valued his vision and relied on his ability 

to get things done. As an example of his 
quickly acquired standing in the college, 
when Hutcheson was hospitalized in late 
1946, Cassell and Newman, then the vice 
president, shared the presidential duties.

Cassell was a complex man, as 
evidenced by the litany of adjectives 
used to describe him: soft-spoken but 
direct, caring, gentle, gruff, authoritar-
ian, compassionate, dedicated, effective, 
brusque, persistent, hard-nosed, loyal, 
dependable, and even sneaky. Lavery 
called him “a man of great strength, 
integrity, and vision.” Those traits and his 
work ethic—“If you want to get ahead, 
you have to work a little harder than 
anybody else,” he once said—ensured his 
success. His willingness to bend the rules 
also played a significant part. “He knew,” 
Smoot says, “how to get things done,” a 
trait that led Hahn to call him a “giant of 
the university” and Lavery to see him as 
“larger than life.”

Cassell met challenges head-on. 
Faced with the need to house an influx of 
veterans at the end of World War II, he 
set up temporary lodging in war-surplus 
buildings at nearby Radford Arsenal and 
filled three locations on campus with 
trailers. Veterans dubbed one of the trail-
er parks, located in the vicinity of today’s 
Cassell Coliseum, “Cassell Heights.”

During his latter 31 years of em-
ployment at VPI, enrollment grew from 
738 to 17,740, and he was involved in 
the construction of 36 major buildings 
and the renovation of another 15. He 
played a key role in raising money to 
construct the War Memorial Chapel 
and today’s Alumni Mall, which involved 
the destruction of numerous large trees. 
Facing strong opposition from students 
and townspeople, Cassell ordered a 
contractor to begin cutting the trees one 
day at 6 a.m. By 8 a.m., they were down. 
“You never saw such fussing and fuming, 
but there wasn’t anything they could do 
about it then,” he later said.

When he and Hahn orchestrated 
the rise of the athletic program, Cas-
sell developed the physical plant, 
which included Lane Stadium and the 
coliseum. “Stuart concocted the idea to 
build a coliseum and to get it funded 
as a student activity center so the state 
would put up the money,” Smoot recalls. 
Cassell wanted a 10,000-seat arena, 
but the state would only approve 8,000 
seats. “The reason the seats are so small,” 
Smoot notes, “is because Stuart put 
10,000 in a space designed for 8,000.”

Cassell died unexpectedly on Oct. 
6, 1976. A month later, the board of 
visitors passed a resolution renam-
ing University Coliseum the Stuart K. 
Cassell Coliseum to recognize his role 
in making the facility a reality and to 
express the university’s “deep apprecia-
tion and gratitude for his untiring work, 
outstanding leadership, and unfailing 
good humor.”

Cassell devoted his worklife to his 
vision of the modern university and, 
in the process, affected the physical 
growth of Virginia Tech more than any 
of the four presidents he served. Today’s 
campus stands as mute testimony to the 
efficacy of that vision—and his unre-
lenting drive to make it a reality. 

Cassell wanted a 10,000-seat arena, 
but the state would only approve 
8,000 seats. “The reason the seats 
are so small,” Smoot notes, “is 
because Stuart put 10,000 in a 
space designed for 8,000.”

Each year, more than 40,000 people join together to do 
exactly that. They support students, help fund innovative pro-
grams, and enrich the educational experience for every Hokie. 
And they are doing it one gift—and one year—at a time.

When you make annual gifts to any area at Virginia Tech—large or 
small—you become a part of something much larger. You become a part 
of a loyal group of Hokie supporters who share your love for the university.

And the generosity of those thousands of annual givers drives us forward 
and shapes our path.  It is inventing our future … one gift at a time.

Don’t you wishyou
could invent the future?
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Whether you graduated 
from Virginia Tech 
five or 50 years ago, 
don’t miss a celebration 
tailored just for you!

See page 35 for a list of fall  
homecomings and reunions.

www.alumni.vt.edu/reunion
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